Trowel Talk!
April 2018

Discovering beauty beyond bloom
We’re all pushovers for a plant with a
beautiful flower, which is why the
nurseries and garden centres always
have a prominent display of seasonal
blooms. They want to tempt us - and
quite often they succeed.
A walk in our yards should lead to discoveries of more than just flowers. As
most of us know, the perfect bloom is
fleeting. If we look beyond the flowers,
we can discover many of nature’s
masterpieces. Through all seasons,
there are treasures to be found.

Throughout the summer, seed pods
poke out of the greenery as subtle
forms of garden art. They come in
many shapes such as stars
(Dictamnus or gas plant), clubs (Iris
germanica), jester’s caps (Paeonia)
and vases (Papaver or poppy). Colours range from grey to bright punctuation points in the landscape such as
the red-orange hips that dot the foliage
of a rose bush or the yellow-shelled
bittersweet (Celastrus) pods that split
open to reveal their red seeds. And
who can pass by a Clematis vine, full
of mad-scientist hairstyle seed pods,
without smiling?

(Corylus ‘Contorta’), and the shaggy
bark of the aptly- named shagbark
hickory (Carya ovata), all of which are
more visible without their leafy mantles.

Corylus avellana ‘Contorta’ in winter
Take the time to really look at your
landscape and you will be treated to
many interesting plant features. Keep
your camera handy because some of
these jewels make excellent photography subjects.

Peony’s jester cap seed pod
Spring beauties include the serpentine
shape of fern fronds unfurling, spears
of hostas stabbing through the soil,
and the tight fist of a peony bud. The
foliage of many plants - both herbaceous and woody - emerges in a
bright chartreuse or red tinge before
settling into its summer-season shade
of green. We are very familiar with fall
colours, but the spring colours can be
just as brilliant.
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Clematis tangutica ‘My Angel’

Fall discoveries can be as simple as
moss and lichen on trees and stones,
the bright white bark of a birch tree
against the brilliant fall colours, and
the ruby jewels in a Magnolia stellata seed pod. Even the fungi that sprout
when the fall rains arrive make for interesting viewing.
The winged bark of a burning bush
(Euonymous alata), the porcupine
bristles of Echinacea seed heads, the
feathery plumes of ornamental grasses, and the red branches of dogwood
(Cornus alba) poking through the
snowy carpet are all highlights of a
winter garden. There is also interest in
the thorny bark of the Aralia, the twisted branches of a corkscrew hazel

This year when you are poring through
your plant catalogues, read the description carefully to find out what else
a plant has to offer. Or, at the garden
centre, this spring, ask about the
plant’s other features. Don’t limit its
interest to a two or three week bloom
period when a good plant has so much
more to offer. Also, try to site plants
with multiple season interest accordingly, so you can view them throughout
the year. Remember, there is beauty
beyond the bloom - we just have to
look.
Photos and text by Mary Ann Van Berlo
Master Gardener
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April
To Do
• Start seeds if you haven’t already.
• Stay off wet lawns and garden beds
until they have dried out.
• Do a spring clean-up, and catch early
weeds in the garden.
• Check for winter damage on shrubs.
• Prune fruiting trees and vines.
• Apply dormant oil.
• Ask an MG if you have any gardening
or plant ID questions.

Tip of the Month
It’s spring, and if you’re a gardener, you
probably can’t wait to get outside.
There’s a lot to do in spring, and it’s
easy to get carried away. Just remember
gardening is exercise! Treat it like other
types of workout or sport, and take precautions to stay safe and healthy. After
all, the aim is to be able to keep gardening for the foreseeable future, right?
• Take a few minutes to stretch, and
warm up before doing any major tasks.
• Don’t try to do too much the first day if
you’ve been relatively sedentary all
winter. Think of those middle-aged
office workers who try to play pick-up
hockey like they’re professionals and
end up in hospital.
• Drink water. Hydration is important.
• Invest in good tools. You will use less
effort and get a job done more efficiently if your tools are good quality
and well-kept.
• Know the hazards. Keep your tetanus
shot up to date. Know how to identify
and respond to things like poison ivy
and bees’ nests. Use proper protective
equipment and safety techniques for
working with equipment and any
chemicals, including gasoline.
• Protect your skin - cover up and wear
sunscreen, even in the spring and fall.
I have managed to sunburn my face in
early April.

Amanda Carrigan
Master Gardener

FAIRY GARDEN WORKSHOP
for child and parent.
Each child, helped by accompanying adult,
will make a fairy garden to take home.
$35 per child.
Must pre-register.
See http://mgottawa.ca for details and
registration form.
Saturday, June 23rd
10:00am or 1:00pm

Master Gardeners of Ottawa-Carleton
Where to find us for free gardening advice!
ONGOING:
Telephone Help Line: 613-236-0034 - Wednesday & Thursday 1:00–3:00 pm (all year)
E-mail Help Line: mgoc_helpline@yahoo.ca - monitored daily
Send photos of garden pests, diseases or plants for ID.
CLINICS:
BYWARD MARKET: Sunday, May 6th 10:00 am-1:00 pm
Saturdays, May 5th to June 9th, 9:00 am-12:00 pm
PARKDALE MARKET: Sunday, May 6th 10:00 am-1:00 pm
Saturdays, May 5th to June 16th, 8:00 am-11:00 am
FRIENDS OF THE FARM PLANT SALE: Sunday May 13th from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm
Rain or Shine
Parking lot beside K.W. Neatby Bldg at Carling & Maple Drive, follow the signs
CARP MARKET: Saturdays, May 12th to June 16th, 8:00 am-1:00 pm
SPEAKING EVENTS & WORKSHOPS:
Thursday, April 19th - 7:30 pm
Cut and Come Again Plants
Edythe Falconer, Master Gardener
City View United Church
Nepean Horticultural Society, $4 for non-members
Friends of the Farm Lecture Series
$12 FCEF members, $15 non-members for each lecture
Building 72 at the Arboretum at the Central Experimental Farm,
east of the Prince of Wales roundabout
Tuesday, April 24th - 7:00 pm–9:00 pm
Flowers with Vegetables: Beauty and the Eats
Judith Cox, Master Gardener
Tuesday, May 8th –7:00 pm–9:00 pm
Unusual Edibles: Growing the Uncommon
Esther Bryan, Master Gardener
Tuesday, May 22nd –7:00 pm–9:00 pm
Gardening for the Bees
Julianne Labreche, Master Gardener
Tuesday, May 1st – 7:30 pm
Looking at the Elements and Principles of Design
Mary Ann Van Berlo, Master Gardener
Old Town Hall, 821 March Road, Kanata
Kanata March Horticultural Society – guests $5
Wednesday, May 2nd –7:30 pm
Gardening Basics
Mary Shearman Reid, Master Gardener
Greely Community Centre, 1448 Meadow Drive, Greely
Greely Garden Club – guests $3
Tuesday, May 8th –7:30 pm
Purple Carrots, Honeybees and Magic
Judith Cox, Master Gardener
3739 Carp Road
West Carleton Garden Club and Horticultural Society – guests $5
Wednesday, May 30th – 7:30 pm
Scented Gardens
Judith Cox, Master Gardener
Greely Community Centre, 1448 Meadow Drive, Greely
Greely Garden Club – guests $3
For more information on Master Gardeners, visit us at: http://mgottawa.ca
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