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Save lilies with luck, love 

Today you have a gorgeous Easter 
Lily gracing your living room, de-
lighting your nose and eye with its 
fragrant trumpet-shaped white blos-
soms. But what will you do with it af-
ter the blossoms have faded? Will 
your lily, like so many others, end 
up in the composter? Although this 
plant is native to Japan, most of the 
bulbs sold in North America come 
from farms on the coast of Oregon 
and northern California. The bulbs 
are at least marginally hardy in the 
Ottawa area, so 
why not plant it 
out in your gar-
den, where with 
the right kind of 
care – and a bit of 
luck – it can keep 
on giving year af-
ter year!!  

The natural 
bloom period for 
Lilium longiflo-
rum, known to all 
as the Easter Lily, 
is June or July, 
but this beautiful 
flower has so 
long been associ-
ated with Easter 
that a huge indus-
try has developed 
around forcing it 
to bloom at 
Easter each year. 
Hundreds of 
these plants have 
been sold in the last few weeks and 
many have been given as gifts. If 
yours came without care instruc-
tions, here's how to get the most out 
of it now and what to do to prepare 
it for life on the outside! 

To keep it fresh and blooming for as 
long as possible, place it in bright 
but indirect light away from hot and 
cold drafts. It prefers temperatures 
on the cool side: 15-18 C during the 
day and cooler at night. Water it 
thoroughly when the soil feels dry to 
the touch but do not leave the pot 
sitting in water, and don't fertilize it.  

When the blossoms are gone you 
must give the bulb some help to "re-
new its spirit" before you plant it out-
side. Put it in a sunny window and 
continue to water regularly. Nourish 
it by adding fertilizer (follow the in-
structions on the fertilizer package). 
In mid-May, harden it up for the 
move to the garden by placing it 
outside for longer and longer peri-
ods of time during the day. In the 
meantime, scout out a spot in your 
garden – pick a warm, sunny area 
with rich well-drained soil. In late 
May, lift the bulb out of the pot, gen-

tly remove some 
soil so that you 
can flare out the 
roots, and plant it 
about 15cm deep. 
Firm the soil 
around the bulb 
making sure there 
are no air pockets, 
water thoroughly, 
mulch, and, as 
Patrick Lima 
would surely sug-
gest, say a little 
prayer to the god-
dess Flora! When 
the stem dies 
back, cut it off just 
above the soil. 
You should soon 
see new green 
growth - the first 
sign that your ef-
forts have been 
successful. These 
sprouts are all we 

will see here in Ottawa this season. 
Just before the snow flies, give it 
some winter protection by spreading 
on a generous layer of leaves or 
other mulch.  

Late next spring carefully remove 
this mulch – with fingers crossed! 
With any kind of luck, you will be 
enjoying the fragrant white blos-
soms each June and July for sev-
eral years. And with even more 
luck, the lily beetles will not find it – 
but that's another story!!  
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The long trumpet-shaped blossom is the reason 

for this lily’s descriptive name ‘longiflorum’.   
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Tip of the Month 

Soil is comprised of non-organic 
minerals (rock particles) and or-
ganic matter (decomposing 
leaves, bugs, twigs, etc.).   Living 
organisms, air and oxygen are 
also found in soil.   

The size of the mineral particle de-
termines which type of soil you 
have.  When the particles are very 
tiny, the soil is called clay (or 
heavy soil).  Soil comprised of 
larger mineral particles is sand (or 
light soil).   
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When the particles are very small, 
they are packed tightly together 
and have very little air space (or 
pores) around them.  That air-
space is important for drainage 

April TO DO List 

• If starting from seed, now is 

the time to plant herbs, cu-

cumbers and squash..  

• Start your spring yard clean-

up.   

• Make note of micro climates 

or ‘hot’ spots through key 

viewing spots from indoors.  

Mark in your calendar (for 

mid-September) to plant 

early spring bulbs in those 

spots so that next year you’ll 

have an earlier display of 

blooms.    

• It’s not too late to prune 

shrubs, but don’t prune the 

ones that bloom in the 

Spring as those shrubs 

formed their flower buds in 

the fall and if you prune 

now, you’ll be cutting off this 

year’s blooms. 

• If you have gardening or 

plant ID questions, ask a 

Master Gardener (contact in-

formation to the right). 

Master Gardeners of Ottawa-Carleton            

Where to find us for free gardening advice! 

 

ONGOING:        
 Telephone Help Line:  613-236-0034     

- Wednesday and Thursday 1–3 pm (all year)  

E-mail Help Line:  mgoc_helpline@yahoo.ca  

- monitored daily  

- send photos of garden pests, diseases or plants for ID 

 

CLINICS:    
Rare & Unusual Plant Sale:  Sunday, May 14 (9 am – 1 pm) 

Parking lot beside the Neatby Building, Carling at Maple Drive, Central Experi-

mental Farm  Online Info  

Byward Market:  Mother’s Day, May 7 (10 am – 1 pm) and Saturdays, May 6 to 

June 10 (9 am – 12 noon)  

Parkdale Market:  Mother’s Day, May 7 (10 am – 1 pm) and Saturdays, May 6 to 

June 17 (8 am – 11 am) 

Carp Market:  Saturdays, May 13 to June 17 (8 am – 1 pm)  

Westboro Market:  Saturdays, May 27, June 17, July 15, Aug. 12 (9 am to 1 pm)   

 

SPEAKING EVENTS & WORKSHOPS: 

FRIENDS OF THE FARM LECTURE SERIES: 

7:00 pm on the evenings stated below. 

Individual Lectures:  FCEF members $12, non-members $15 

Building 72, Arboretum, Central Experimental Farm, Ottawa 

Register at:  613-230-3276 or online  

Gardening for beginners – is that a dandelion or a dahlia – April 25 

Mary Reid, Master Gardener 

Container and Balcony Gardening -- Gardeners, Contain Yourselves -- 

May 9 -- Rebecca Last, Master Gardener 

Going Grassless: Honey, I Shrunk the Lawn – May 23 

Julianne Labreche, Master Gardener 

Mucking about in the Dirt is Good for your Health – April 18 -- 7:30 pm 

Nancy McDonald, Master Gardener 

Pretty Street Community Centre, corner of Pretty St & Orville St, Stittsville  

Hosted by Stittsville Goulbourn Horticultural Society (Guest fee: $4) 

Creating Winning Gardens – April 18 – 7:15 pm 

Mary Reid, Master Gardener 

Smiths Falls Legion (7 Main Street East, Smiths Falls 

Hosted by Smiths Falls & District Horticultural Society (Guest fee:  $3)  

Edible Garden Landscapes – April 26 – 12:30 pm 

Claire McCaughey, Master Gardener 

Sandy Hill Community Centre, 250 Somerset Street East, Ottawa 

Hosted by Ikebana International Ottawa Chapter (Guest fee: $10 includes 

light lunch)  

Mucking about in the Dirt is Good for your Health – May 3 -- 7:00 pm 

Nancy McDonald, Master Gardener 

Greely Community Centre, 1448 Meadow Drive, Greely  

Hosted by Greely Gardeners Group (Guest fee: $3) 
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and for allowing oxygen to reach 
the plant’s roots.   

Interestingly, the way to improve 
both clay and sandy soils is to add 
organic matter.  The organic mat-
ter acts as a spacer between the 
tiny clay particles, allowing air to 
permeate between the particles.  It 
also improves the drainage as wa-
ter can flow through the organic 
matter.  

When organic matter is added to 
sandy soil, it acts as a sponge and 
slows down the flow of water be-
tween the larger sand particles.  
Without organic matter, rain would 
flow right through before the plant 
could have a drink.  The organic 
matter holds the moisture long 
enough for roots to absorb some 
of it.   

 

It is important to note that organic 
matter is continually decomposing 
and therefore needs to be added 
to soil regularly.  

 
Photo:  WMEarthCare.com 

High traffic volumes or walking on 
sodden soil can cause compaction 
– especially for heavy soils.  The 
pressure causes the particles to 
be compressed as the air is forced 
out under the weight.  This com-
paction makes it hard for roots to 
penetrate and also for the plants 
to take up water and oxygen.   

The solution for compacted lawn 
soil is to aerate it.  There are two 
types of aerators – one just pokes 
a series of prongs into the soil and 

is not recommended as it is actu-
ally compacting the soil further – 
the preferred type of aerator pulls 
out cigar shaped plugs of soil.  

 

After aerating, a light layer of com-
post or manure should be applied 
to the lawn.  A gentle raking or 
rain will move the compost into the 
holes left by the aerator.  This 
method of introducing organic 
matter is effective because it deliv-
ers it directly into the soil and it 
opens up spaces for air and water 
to penetrate.  Worms will continue 

the work of moving the organic 
matter through the soil.  It is rec-
ommended to leave the plugs 
where they fall as they will decom-
pose and add to the soil again.  A 
nice little circle of life.   

Vegetable growers often create 
smaller beds or raised beds that 
allow the produce to be reached 
from the outside so that stepping 
on the soil can be avoided. Plac-
ing a plank between the rows to 
walk on is another good way to 
avoid compaction. 

Pathways and stepping stones in 
the flower garden reduce the com-
paction problem in beds.   

Remember, the best way to en-
sure good soil structure is to avoid 
compacting it … resist the urge to 
walk on any garden soil when it is 
wet and add organic matter annu-
ally.  

Master Gardeners of Ottawa-Carleton            

Where to find us for free gardening advice!  Continued 

SPEAKING EVENTS & WORKSHOPS: 

Flowers and Veggies do Mix – May 8 -- 7:00 pm 

Judith Cox, Master Gardener 

Ottawa South Community Centre 260 Sunnyside Avenue, Ottawa 

Hosted by Old Ottawa South Garden Club  (Guest fee: $7) 

Organic Gardening: The Big Picture – May 9 – 7:00 pm 

Mary Shearman Reid, Master Gardener 

City Hall, 110 Laurier West, Ottawa 

Hosted by Ottawa Chapter, Canadian Organic Growers (Fee schedule & regis-

tration online) 

Purple Carrots, Honey Bees and Magic; Gardening with Children – May 16 -- 7:00 

pm  -- Judith Cox, Master Gardener 
Pretty Street Community Centre, 2 Pretty Street, Stittsville 

Hosted by Stittsville Goulbourn Horticultural Society   (Guest fee: N/A) 

Mucking about in the Dirt is Good for your Health – May 17 -- 1:00 pm 

Nancy McDonald, Master Gardener 

Abbotsford Community Centre, 950 Bank Street, Ottawa 

Part of the Spring Speakers’ Series (Guest fee: $2 includes refreshments)  

 

 

For more information on Master Gardeners, visit us at:   http://mgottawa.ca 
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Rain Barrel Sale 

  

Sponsored by Master Gardeners of Ottawa - Carleton.  
Profits will help support our volunteer activities.   

Where:   Tristan Court (south 17 - east of Hunt Club and Merivale) 
  

The 220 litre plastic rain barrels are available in  
grey and terracotta:  $60.00 each, tax included .   

The 180  litre plastic rain  barrels are available  
in terracotta:  $55.00  each, tax included .   

Also available to purchase:   

✓ Dispensing hose and hose clip   

✓ Downspout diverter   

✓ Downspout pipe   

✓ Railing flower pot   

✓ Wooden rain barrel stand   

✓ Rolling composter   

✓ 1 ,000 litre rain tank   

….and more.    

Buy a rain barrel and help the planet (and your water bill)!    

To order online, see  https://rainbarrel.ca/mgottawa /   

To get an order form, email  ottawa@mgottawa.ca  or call  613 - 236 -   0034 leave a message ) (   

Pickup*: 
  Sunday, April 30, 2017, from 10:00 a.m.  – 

   p.m. 2:00 
  

*  Items must be ordered in advance. 
    

All of the barrels come equipped with a leaf and mosquito filter basket, an  
overflow adaptor to connect barrels in series, 1.2m of overflow hose and a spigot.   

https://rainbarrel.ca/mgottawa/
https://rainbarrel.ca/mgottawa/


 

 

 


