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December TO DO List
 Clean, sharpen and put
tools away for the winter.
 Now that frost is starting to
set in the ground, wrap
shrubs that need winter protection (assumes you’ve put
stakes in prior to freeze-up).
 Keep an eye on houseplants
for pests and diseases. Reduce watering and fertilizer
as their growth slows due to
the shorter periods of light.
 Check any bulbs/tubers
that are stored for the winter to ensure they are not
too moist or too dry. Adjust
the moisture level as
needed to ensure the
bulbs/tubers don’t rot or
desiccate.
 If you have a gardening or
plant identification question, ask a Master Gardener
(contact information to the
right).

Tip of the Month
At this time of year, we seem to
surround ourselves with poisonous plants – Freud probably has
a theory about that!
All parts of the mistletoe plant are
toxic to humans and pets. European mistletoe is more toxic than
the American form but caution is
warranted for both varieties.

Master Gardeners of Ottawa-Carleton

Where to find us for free gardening advice!
ONGOING:
Telephone Help Line: 613-236-0034
- Wednesday and Thursday 1–3 pm (all year)
E-mail Help Line: mgoc_helpline@yahoo.ca
- monitored daily
- send photos of garden pests, diseases or plants for ID

CLINICS:
No clinics until next spring.

SPEAKING EVENTS & WORKSHOPS:
Growing Soft Fruit (Berries) – January 5 – 7:00 pm
Mary Shearman Reid, Master Gardener
Greely Community Centre, 1448 Meadow Drive, Greely
Hosted by Greely Gardeners Group, (Guest fee: $3)
The Gardens of the Lake District and Scottish Borders – January 9 – 7:00 pm
Mary Ann Van Berlo, Master Gardener
Ottawa South Community Centre – the Fire Hall, 260 Sunnyside, Ottawa
Hosted by Old Ottawa South Garden Club (Guest fee: $7)
Dividing and Maintaining Perennials – January 19 – 7:30 pm
Mary Shearman Reid, Master Gardener
CityView United Church, 6 Epworth Ave., Nepean
Hosted by Nepean Horticultural Society (Guest fee: $4)
Flowering Bulbs for All Seasons – January 23 – 7:30 pm
Mary Shearman Reid, Master Gardener
St Mary Magdalene Anglican Church, 537 Highway 105, Chelsea
Hosted by Gatineau Valley Gardeners (Guest fee: $5)
Edible Gardening – February 11 – 2:30 pm
Rebecca Last, Master Gardener
Almonte Civitan Hall, 500 Almonte Street, Almonte
Hosted by Almonte Seedy Saturday 9:00 am – 4:00 pm (No Guest fee)
Colour your Garden World with Perennials – February 13 – 7:00 pm
Nancy McDonald, Master Gardener
Ottawa South Community Centre – the Fire Hall, 260 Sunnyside, Ottawa
Hosted by Old Ottawa South Garden Club (Guest fee: $7)

For more information on Master Gardeners, visit us at: http://mgottawa.ca

There is a myth that poinsettias
are poisonous. This is not the
case, they are only mildly toxic to
pets and humans. If a child ate
five poinsettia leaves they would
probably become nauseated, but
it’s unlikely that anyone would eat
even one leaf, let alone enough
to be fatal, as poinsettias are reported to taste quite unpleasant.
The white sap of the poinsettia
can cause contact dermatitis.

On the other hand, the holly plant
is toxic. Ingestion of about 20
berries could be fatal to a child.
If eaten, the leaves might cause
diarrhea, nausea, vomiting, plus
stomach and intestinal problems. Holly plants are also
toxic to pets.

If you believe a child has consumed any of these plants, call
the Ontario Poison Centre or go
to Emergency. See your vet if
you’re concerned that your pet
may have eaten these plants.
Best to keep them out of reach
and have a safe Christmas.

